LOQUISIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING
Pene Mamuets 8idg.~—Offics No. 907
150 Barorme Street
New Qrisans, Louisiana 70112

Eltzabeth 8. Kirkham, R.N.

April 6, 1978

George L. Bailey, M.D.

Renal Assoclates

Kidnay Center and Medical Gfflices
2000 Tulana Avenue

bew Orleans, Louislana 70112

Dear Dr, Bajley:

This is In response to your request that the Loulslana State Board
of Nursing {ssue a statement regarding the lesality of the operation
of a renal hempdiailysis tnitc as you described It. Your letter of
March: 13, 1978 was presented to the Board at its meeting on Mareh 31, .
at which meeting the Bcard adopted Rules and Requiations on the Deli-

- gation of the liursing Function of Administration of Intravenous Hadi-
catfons and Fluids. The Rules and Regulations will pepublished in
the April, 1978 Isaue of The Louislana Reglster and they will become
effective at the time of publiication.

The Soard agaln discussed the uniqueness of the situaticn in which
herodlalysls occurs, the Fact that patlents in need of dialysis are
In a constant 11fe-threatening states requiring specific intervention
and the fact that this Intervention Is sccomplished under rigid pro-
tocol. In additlion, the Soard accepted vour notation that the L.P.H.s
and teghniclans do not Inject medlcations dlirectly Into the patient's
vein, but Inject oniy salline and heparin Into the bhlood in the dialysis '
machine. '

it is the opinion of the State Soard of Hursing that the cperation of a
renal hemodlalysis unit such as you described parsonally and in your
letter [s congruent with the [ntent of the Rules and Regulat/ons on the
Delegation of the Hursing Functicn of Administration of I(ntravenous
Medications and Fluids, and consequently, with the turse Practice Act.

i f you have further questions relative to this matter, please fesl free
to contact re.

Sincarely,
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Merlyn H. HMalllian, R,NM.,
Executive Director
Mi¥M:me]
CC: Julie Chiquet, R.MN.
G. T. Heknight, M.D.
Hr. Leon Marsist —
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