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Cathy Thomas, R.N.
Head Nurse/Oncology
Baton Rouge General Medical Center
3600 Florida Boulevard
Post Office Box 2511
Baton Rouge, LA 7 0821

Dear Ms. Thomas:

This is to provide you with written confirmation of the response
of the Board of Nursing to your question concerning the legal
implications of registered nurses instilling medication into
chest tubes at the request or order of a physician. On November
30, 198 4, the Board adopted the following opinion:

The instillation of medication into chest tubes
is not within the realm of the practice of
nursing by the registered nurse.

The members of the Board appreciated the opportunity to discuss
this matter with you.

Sincerely,

Sister Lucie Leonard, R.N.
Nursing Practice Consultant
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