
2021 SNAPSHOT OF NURSING EDUCATION CAPACITY AND NURSING SUPPLY IN LOUISIANA

194 (21%) FACULTY  

CURRENTLY TEACHING IN 

LOUISIANA’S PRE-RN LICENSURE 

PROGRAMS ARE 61+ YEARS.

21%

PRE-RN EDUCAT ION CAPACITY

Reasons Why Qualified Applicants 
Are Not Admitted to Pre-RN 

Licensure Programs in Louisiana

#3 Budgeted Faculty  
Position Not Available

#4 Classroom Space  
Not Available        

#1 Qualified Faculty  
Not Available

#2 Faculty Salary  
Not Competitive

RACIAL DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS ENROLLED 
IN PRE-RN LICENSURE PROGRAMS IN LA
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PRE-RN LICENSURE PROGRAMS ENROLLMENT IN LA (2017-2021)
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DiplomaAssociateBaccalaureateYear / Total

GENDER OF  
STUDENTS ENROLLED  
IN PRE-RN LICENSURE 

PROGRAMS IN LA

11%

89%

49% 
OF THE NURSE 

FACULTY IN 
LOUISIANA WERE 51 

AND OLDER 

APPLICANTS & ADMISSIONS TO PRE-RN  
LICENSURE PROGRAMS IN LA (2017-2021)

Qualified Applicants Not Admitted

Applicants Admissions
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GRADUATES OF PRE-RN LICENSURE PROGRAMS IN 
LA ACCORDING TO PROGRAM TYPE (2017-2021)
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Baccalaureate Associate Diploma

2019
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2,009
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1,877
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606TOTAL APRN GRADUATES

APRN EDUCAT ION CAPACITY

White Black/African Amer. Hispanic/Latino Asian Other

RACIAL DISTRIBUTION OF GRADUATES FROM APRN 
PROGRAMS IN LA 2%

3%

3%67% 25%

PERFORMANCE OF APRN GRADUATES  
ON CERTIFICATION EXAMS 

In 2021 three hundred and fifty (350) 
candidates successfully passed their 

certification exams resulting in a 94.34% 
passage rate for the state.

Baccalaureate Associate DiplomaPASSAGE RATE LA Nation

SUMMARY PERFORMANCE OF FIRST-TIME CANDIDATES GRADUATING FROM PRE-RN LICENSURE 
PROGRAMS IN LA ON NCLEX-RN (2017-2021) 

1,271

100%

95%

93% 87%

2020
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89% 730
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2021
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87% 832
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2017
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2018
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94% 631
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94% 743

RN TO BSN PROGRESSION  
IN LOUISIANA’S SCHOOLS OF NURSING

GRADUATESENROLLEDADMITTED
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RN TO BSN EDUCATION CAPACITY

84 Graduate Nurse 
Faculty were 61+ 

years old

24%

The passage  
rate on the 

NCLEX-RN for 
graduates from 

Louisiana’s 
pre-RN licensure 

programs 
continues to 

exceed that of 
the nation.

GRADUATES FROM APRN PROGRAMS 
IN LOUISIANA ACCORDING  
TO PROGRAM TYPE 2021

0.2% 1CNS

10% 62CRNA

90% 543NP

ENROLLMENT IN APRN PROGRAMS IN LA  
ACCORDING TO ROLE (2017-2021)
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GENDER OF GRADUATES FROM APRN 
PROGRAMS IN LA (2021) 
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16% (9,817) 
OF LICENSED RNs 
RESIDING IN LA  
WERE  60+  
YEARS OLD

RN SUPPLY

EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION OF 
LICENSED RNs RESIDING IN LA

SPECIALTY AREA

Acute Care / Critical Care	 6,374	 12%

Medical-Surgical	 5,864	 11%

Other–Clinical Specialties	 5,239	 10%

Adult Health / Adult Family 	 4,231	 8%

Emergency Room / Trauma	 3,846	 7%

OR / PACU / Perioperative	 3,641	 7%

Top Six Primary Employment Specialty 
Practice Areas Reported by RNs 
Residing in LA (2021)  

White Black/African Amer. Two or more races Asian

Amer. Indian/Alaska Native Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

Other

RACIAL DISTRIBUTION OF LICENSED REGISTERED NURSES 
RESIDING IN LA  —  RESPONDENTS 60,627

2

.1
.4

1
179% 17%

2021 DATA REPRESENTS RNs HOLDING AN ACTIVE LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN LA ON 12/31/2021.

37,392 of all RNs residing in LA in 2021 had a 
baccaluareate or higher degree in nursing

62%

GENDER DISTRIBUTION OF LICENSED 
REGISTERED NURSES RESIDING IN LA 

(60,649) of the 65,131 RNs with 
an active license to practice in 
Louisiana resided in Louisiana.

  93%

Percentage of Licensed RNs In
LA That Are Of Hispanic Origin

3%

TOP 5 POSITIONS HELD BY LICENSED 
RNs RESIDING IN LA

5%
CASE 

MANAGER

11%
APRN

TYPES OF DOCTORATES HELD BY LICENSED 
RNs RESIDING IN LA

Doctorate 
Nursing Other

DNP

Doctorate in 
Other Field

PhD in Nursing
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25%

12%

64%
STAFF 
NURSE

5%
OTHER-HEALTH 

RELATED

8%
NURSE 

MANAGER

of RNs were 
Employed by 

Hospitals  

60%

74% FULL-TIME NURSING

4% UNEMPLOYED NOT SEEKING WORK  
AS A NURSE

2% UNEMPLOYED SEEKING WORK  
AS A NURSE

3% NOT WORKING IN NURSING

3% RETIRED

.5% VOLUNTEERS

7% PER DIEM NURSING

7% PART-TIME NURSING

Registered Nurses Providing 
Direct Patient Care83%



2021 DATA REPRESENTS APRNs HOLDING AN ACTIVE LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN LA ON 12/31/2021.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE LSBN-CENTER 
FOR NURSING AT LCN@LSBN.STATE.LA.US. 

A FULL REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT HTTP://LCN.LSBN.STATE.LA.US/

4,964 of APRNs 
Residing in LA have 
Prescriptive Authority

(7,072) of the 8,284 licensed APRNs reported LA 
as their State of Residence

70%

SPECIALTY AREA

Adult Health / Adult Family 	 2,153	 32%

Anesthesia	 1,368	 20%

Psych-Mental Health/ 
Substance Abuse 	 357	 5%

Pediatrics	 348	 5%

Acute Care / Critical Care	 280	 4%

Emergency Room / Trauma	 240	 4%

Top Six Primary Employment 
Specialty Practice Areas Reported  
by APRNs Residing in LA (2021)  

5.30.2022

EMPLOYMENT

GENDER

80%
OF APRNs  

ARE FEMALE

AGE

5%
AGE <300
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APRN SUPPLY

85%

36%
AGE 30-39

30%
AGE 40-49

18%
AGE 50-59

11%
AGE 60 
and >

RACE

TWO OR MORE 
RACES

AMERICAN INDIAN/
ALASKA NATIVE

ASIANBLACK/AFRICAN 
AMERICAN

WHITE/ 
CAUCASIAN
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.9%

.3%

1%81% 16%

37% of Licensed APRNs in LA worked in Hospitals and 
30% worked in Ambulatory Care/Clinics 

Note: Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (0.01%) and Other (.5%)

PRIMARY ROLE AS AN ADVANCED PRACTICE 
REGISTERED NURSE RESIDING IN LA

2% 104CNS

1% 56CNM

20% 1,382CRNA

77% 5,226CNP

6,768TOTAL APRNs

PERCENTAGE OF APRNs 
RESIDING IN LA THAT ARE 
OF HISPANIC ORIGIN.

2%


