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Education

Undergraduate and Graduate Nursing Education

Degree Programs Leading to Licensure:
REQUIREMENTS FOR LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING APPROVAL

by Chance Fontenot, MSN, RN
RN PROGRAM CONSULTANT

In accordance with La Revised Statutes 17:1808, an
out-of-state institution of higher learning may not offer
courses/clinical experiences in Louisiana unless registered
with the Louisiana Board of Regents.

Furthermore, Louisiana Revised Statutes 37:918 authorizes

the Louisiana State Board of Nursing (LSBN) to approve
nursing programs that prepare graduates to seek licensure
as a Registered Nurse (RN) or an Advanced Practice
Registered Nurse (APRN).

Regardless of approval by the National Council for

State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (NC-SARA),
programs MUST seek approval from LSBN to establish
programs and/or offer clinical experiences in Louisiana.

e If a school intends to initiate an RN or an APRN program
in Louisiana, the school must seek approval for the
program from the LSBN by submitting an application
and appearing before the Board at a regularly scheduled
meeting (LAC 46XLVII.3533).

« If a school whose administrative control is located
in another state intends to initiate an RN or an APRN
program in Louisiana, the school must seek approval for
the program from the LSBN by submitting an application
and appearing before the Board at a regularly scheduled
meeting (LAC 46XLVII.3539.A).

« If a school whose administrative control is located in
another state intends to enroll students in a program
to become an RN or an APRN and engage in courses/
clinical experiences in Louisiana, the school must seek
approval for those courses/clinical experiences from
the LSBN by submitting an application and appearing
before the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting (LAC
46XLVI.3539.B).

« If a school whose administrative control is located in
another state with current approval to engage in APRN
courses/clinical experiences in Louisiana, intends to add
or delete an APRN clinical role/population, the school
must seek approval for those roles and populations from
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the LSBN by submitting an application and appearing
before the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting (LAC
46XLVI.3523.B.6).

« If a school with an approved RN or APRN program
intends to develop a duplicate program in a separate
location within the state, the school must seek
approval for the program from the LSBN by submitting
an application and appearing before the Board at a
regularly scheduled meeting.

In addition to other requirements, the programs must
provide current Board of Nursing (BON) approval from the
state where administrative control is located, a Louisiana
Board of Regents license, regional accreditation, national
nursing accreditation, compliance with faculty and
preceptor qualifications, and clinical affiliation clearance.

APPROVAL
Requirements and Importance

Approval is a status indicating that the undergraduate or
graduate nursing education degree program has met the
legal standards established by the Board.

The LSBN approves undergraduate and graduate nursing
educational degree programs leading to licensure as an
RN or an APRN, which meet their educational standards
and assure the protection of the public through evaluation
and enforcement of those standards. The Board has legal
authority over the pre-licensure programs and statutory
authority to close programs that are not meeting the
standards (LSBN).

« Eligibility to sit for the National Council Licensure
Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) requires
graduation from a Board-approved School of Nursing
(LSBN)

« Eligibility for Licensure in Louisiana by Examination or
Endorsement requires completion of a nursing education
program approved by the BON.

« Louisiana Nursing Education Articulation Plan (2005,



Revised 2014) requires transferred courses and prior
degree used for articulation to be from an approved
nursing education program.

Types of Approval in Louisiana (LAC 46XLVI1.3509).
1. Initial Approval

Initial Approval is a term used to refer to approval granted
to a new undergraduate and graduate education degree
program.

Initial approval is granted to a new undergraduate and
graduate education degree program, which the Board
determines to be eligible to admit students to the nursing
education degree program upon application by the parent
institution and after survey and board evaluation.

There are three steps a program must complete to achieve
initial approval. The program must present a letter of
intent and a feasibility study at a regularly scheduled
Board meeting. If sanctioned, the program is granted
permission to develop the program and request an LSBN
staff site visit. Approval of the Board, following the LSBN
staff site visit, is required before initial approval. Initial
approval authorizes the program to advertise and admit
students.

2. Full Approval

Full Approval is a term used to refer to approval granted to
an undergraduate or graduate education degree program
that meets all the standards and requirements of the
Board.

After members of the first class of graduates receive the
results of the licensure examination, an on-site survey
shall be conducted to evaluate the program’s compliance
with standards. Following the Board’s review of the on-site
survey report, the Board may continue initial approval or
grant full approval of the nursing program.

Initial approval shall not be continued for more than
two consecutive one-year periods following the nursing
program'’s eligibility to apply for full approval.

A program not accredited by a national nursing accrediting
body within one year post-approval may petition the
Board for a one-year extension. Following the one-year
extension, a program that fails to achieve national nursing
accreditation must cease admitting students and begin
termination (refer to §3531).

3. Probation

An undergraduate or graduate nurse education degree
program shall be placed on probation when the Board

has determined that it fails to meet one or more of the
established standards.

A program shall not be granted probation by the Board for
more than three calendar years in any five-year period.
After three years on probation in a five-year period, a
program shall not admit any students into the nursing
sequence and shall initiate phase-out as outlined in §3531.

ACCREDITATION

Accreditation is an external review process that assesses
the quality, continuous quality improvement, and program
effectiveness (Eaton, 2015). Many Boards of Nursing,
including the LSBN, require accreditation to take the
NCLEX-RN exam. Eaton (2015) identifies four primary
roles of accreditation: 1) assuring quality by identifying

a program that meets at least minimum standards; 2)
requiring access to state and federal funds; 3) providing
confidence to employers of applicants’ credentials, and
4) promoting smooth transfer of programs and courses
among colleges and universities.

« Eligibility to offer an RN or APRN education program
or clinical nursing experiences in Louisiana requires
national accreditation (LSBN).

« Louisiana Nursing Education Articulation Plan 2005,
Revised 2014, requires transferred courses and prior
degree used for articulation to be from a regionally
accredited institution and a nationally accredited nursing
education program.

Four types of accrediting organizations include Regional,
National faith-related, National career-related, and
Programmatic (Eaton, 2015). Since not all accreditors are
the same, LSBN requires programs to hold Regional and
National Nursing (Programmatic) Accreditation for nursing
education program approval and licensure by examination.

Regional Accreditation

Advantages of Regional accreditation, according to
the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA),
include:

o Helps assure that a neutral, external party has reviewed,
using appropriate peer expertise, the quality of
education provided by an institution or program and
offered suggestions for improvement.
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» Provides for eligible students to have access to federal
financial aid if they attend institutions accredited by
accreditors that are recognized by the US Department
of Education.

« Signals to prospective employers that an educational
program has met widely accepted educational
standards. A particular field may require graduation from
an accredited program or institution.

National Programmatic (Nursing) Accreditation

Three (3) national agencies accredit nursing programs.
 Accrediting Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN)
« Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)

o Commission for Nursing Education Accreditation (CNEA)

Advantages of National nursing accreditation, according to
ACEN (2023), CCNE (2024), and CNEA (2021), include:

1. Identifies the program as meeting or exceeding national
standards and criteria for nursing educational quality.

2. |dentifies programs that have been evaluated and
periodically re-evaluated by a qualified, independent
group of respected and competent peers who have
found it to be meeting appropriate postsecondary and
higher educational purposes in a satisfactory manner.

3. Tied closely to BON and state agency licensing rules
and regulations.

4. Nursing Program accreditation services hold the
programs accountable to the community of interest.

5. Allow for the evaluation of the successes of a nursing
program to achieve its mission, goals, and expected
outcomes.

6. Provides for continued improvement and thus
professional practice.

7. Assures professional development opportunities and
validation for faculty.

8. It is a gateway to licensure, certification, and eligibility
for entitlement programs.

9. Promotes professional and educational mobility of
program graduates.
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10. Promotes academic excellence in accredited programs.

11. Enables student eligibility for funding support from
federal and state agencies and foundations for
those programs that do not have regional or national
accreditation. (Example - Diploma Programs)

Failure to secure appropriate program approval:

» Schools of nursing allowing clinical experiences in
Louisiana without approval will be required to cease and
desist until approval is requested and granted.

« If you are a student enrolled in a program to become
an RN or you are an RN enrolled in a program to
become an APRN and engaged in clinical experiences
or a clinical facility engaged in contracts with out-of-
state programs, you need to verify that the program is
approved. A current list of approved programs can be
found at: www.Isbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/
credentialing/schools.pdf

Individual students may be engaging in the unlawful
practice of registered nursing or advanced practice
registered nursing if engaging in clinical experiences in
Louisiana while in a program not approved by the LSBN
to do so.

e Students and RNs enrolling in clinical courses in
Louisiana from a school that has not gone through
the appropriate approval process by the LSBN could
be subject to disciplinary action for violation of LAC
46:XLVII.3405.

Graduates from an out-of-state school not approved
for meeting the standards by the LSBN are subject to
ineligibility for credentialing and licensure in Louisiana.

@ Additional information for RN and APRN students can
be found at: www.Isbn.state.la.us/education-and-exam

® Additional information for Undergraduate and Graduate
Nursing Education Programs can be found at: (Links to
Rules and Regulations and Proposal Requirements):
www.lsbn.state.la.us/schools-nursing

® Schools of Nursing holding current LSBN approval can
be found at: www.Isbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/
credentialing/schools.pdf



https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/credentialing/schools.pdf?v=1761249908.263
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/credentialing/schools.pdf?v=1761249908.263
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/education-and-exam/
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/schools-nursing/
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/credentialing/schools.pdf?v=1761249908.263
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/credentialing/schools.pdf?v=1761249908.263
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Continuing Education (CE) and
Nursing Practice Requirements

by Monique Calmes, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC
CHIEF CREDENTIALING OFFICER

Licensure renewal involves consideration of regulations related to CE
and nursing practice. LSBN'’s requirements align with national trends

and guidelines of other nursing regulatory agencies in the US. Following
renewal season, LSBN performs a random audit each year to ensure
compliance with requirements. All Louisiana licensed RNs, except those
issued a 1st time Louisiana license in the 2025 calendar year, must follow
LSBN rules regarding nursing CE and nursing practice requirements.

For RN license renewal, at least one of the two options below must have
been completed during the two-year licensure period:

a. a minimum of 30 board-approved contact hours of continuing
education during the two-year licensure period;

OR

b. a minimum of 900 practice hours during the two-year licensure period
as verified by the employer on a form provided by the board.

There are no separate CE or nursing practice requirements for renewing
an RN MSL issued by LSBN. The CE Brochure (state.la.us) provides
further details, including some exceptions and the definition of nursing
practice and roles that RNs fulfill.

APRNs with prescriptive authority must obtain six CEs in
pharmacotherapeutics each year. Act 76 of Louisiana’s 2017 legislative
session mandated that prescribers of controlled substances in Louisiana
obtain three credit hours of CEs as a prerequisite for license renewal.
This is a one-time requirement. Content of the CE must include drug
diversion training, best practices for prescribing controlled substances,
appropriate treatment for addiction, and any other content deemed
appropriate by the regulatory agency.

® For additional information, contact LSBN at renewals@Isbn.state.la.us.
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NCLEX

FAQs:
Taking the NCLEX Online

Q When will | be able to take the
NCLEX online?

Q)

We are actively developing our online
exam experience, which requires extensive
research, testing and validation. While we
cannot provide a launch date yet, we are
committed to delivering an experience that
maintains our high standards for quality and security, and
we will share key developments as they occur. You can
stay updated by following our social media or joining our_
email list.

QJ! heard itis launching in 2026 - is that true?

We have not announced any specific launch date. When
we do set a date, we will provide substantial advance
notice and comprehensive information. Please follow our
official social media accounts for updates.

Will international testing candidates be able to take
the NCLEX online?

Yes, domestic and international NCLEX candidates will be
able to take the NCLEX online.

Q Will | still be able to take the exam at a test center?

Yes, candidates will have the option to choose a test
center or take the NCLEX online when scheduling their
exams.

Q Will the exam be the same (questions, length,
psychometrically sound, legally defensible, reliable)?

Yes, the NCLEX is the same no matter where you take it.

Q Won't people try to gain unfair advantages on a
remote exam?

This is not your ordinary remote exam that exists today.
We are building a new technology that ensures the person
taking the exam is who they say they are and that they are
not getting assistance of any kind. It will be just as secure
as taking the exam in a testing center.

LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

Will accommodations be offered whether
taken online or in a test center?

Yes, accommodations will still be available.
Accommodations will be dependent upon
the test administration location (i.e., in a test
center or online).

A

Q Will | be able to have my phone with me
remotely?

Yes, if you take the NCLEX online, you will need your
phone as part of the exam process. Candidates will

need to download the free 360 app on their phone. This
app uses the camera on your phone in concert with the
camera on your computer to provide the live proctors
with a 360-degree view, ensuring your testing area is not
compromised. You will not be able to use your phone for
any other purpose during the exam.

Q What security measures will be in place for remote
proctored exams?

In addition to the existing measures, advanced technology
and security measures will be in place for remote
proctoring.

Q What will | do if | have tech issues during my exam?

If you experience technical issues, there will be online
instructions on how to report the issue, and candidates
will be able to chat with their exam proctor.

Q If I need to retake the exam, will | have to select the
same testing location again (test center, online)?

No, you will be able to choose to retake the exam at any
testing center or online.

Q Will the rules be the same for online vs. test center?

The NCLEX will be the same exam no matter where you
take it, including having the same rules. If you take the
NCLEX online, certain additional checks will be required to
ensure the integrity of your exam area.


https://nclex.com/stay-informed.page
https://nclex.com/stay-informed.page

AV VA
Calendar

STATE HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE

NOVEMBER 11 Veterans Day
NOVEMBER 27 Thanksgiving Day

DECEMBER 25 Christmas

BOARD MEETING
DATES

DECEMBER 4, 2025

BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

JUNE 26, 2025

DISCIPLINARY
ACTIONS

JUNE 25, 2025

AUGUST 27,2025

- «y



https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/minutes/boardmeetingminutes06262025.pdf?v=1760536815
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/disciplinary/dactions06252025.pdf?v=1761763992
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/wp-content/uploads/disciplinary/dactions08272025.pdf?v=1761763992
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Constant Contact

LSBN impacts Customer Engagement
with Constant Contact

by Carl D. Nagin, Jr. IT Manager and Isonel M. Brown, MS, MBA, Chief Administrative Officer

The Louisiana State Board of Nursing is pleased to
announce that we have utilized Constant Contact to
send emails to Interested Parties and Registered Nurses.
This will allow us to ensure deliverability in an efficient
and effective manner for mass distributions; however,

it also provides a system where you can subscribe or
unsubscribe to receiving these emails from the LSBN.

If you are an active Registered Nurse, you will be added
initially to the list to receive emails from the LSBN.
Examples of emails you will receive include general
Renewal Reminders, Examiner Newsletter, Regulatory
Updates, and other nursing-related emails. If you do
not wish to receive emails from the LSBN for these
publications or announcements, you can click the
unsubscribe link at the bottom of one of the emails you
receive. If you wish to resubscribe to the list in the future,
you will need to log in to the Nurse Portal and click the
resubscribe link in the footer section of the Portal.

LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

LSBN’s communication with licensees is not limited

to Constant Contact. For example, you will continue

to receive individual licensure-related emails directly
from the Nurse Portal as it relates to applications, initial
licensure processes, CE Audits, compliance/disciplinary
matters, and licensure expirations. Therefore, it is
important that licensees maintain a valid email address
of record within the Nurse Portal.

@ If you are a member of the public and wish to receive
emails from the LSBN, you can sign up here.

Examples of emails you will receive include Examiner
Newsletter, Regulatory Updates, and other nursing-related
emails. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking the
unsubscribe link at the bottom of one of the emails you
receive. If you wish to resubscribe to the list in the future,
you will need to submit the Interested Parties signup form
again. The Interested Parties sign-up form is located in the
footer section of our website.


https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/lJ3DN5N

New Hires

Christopher Cascio
is a Compliance
Investigator with
the Louisiana State
Board of Nursing
(LSBN), where he
ensures adherence to state laws,
ethical standards, and regulatory
requirements governing nursing
practice. With a background in
auditing, Chris brings strong
analytical and investigative skills
to his role, emphasizing fairness,
accuracy, and accountability in
every case. Outside of work, Chris
values personal growth, community
engagement, and continuous
learning. He volunteers with the
tech team at St. Andrew’s United
Methodist Church, supporting
audiovisual operations—reflecting
his commitment to service,
teamwork, and excellence in both his
professional and personal life.

WEBINAR

Nov. 18, 2025
2-3pm CST

Register Today

Helpful NLC Tips for
New Nursing Graduates

Shantel Hodges
is a Compliance
Investigator in
the Regulatory
Division. Her main
duties are to investigate
complaints pertaining to nurse
violations that are submitted to the
office. Her previous background at
the 19th Judicial District Courthouse
as a minute clerk and docket clerk
has aided her efforts to understand
and succeed as an investigator.
A few of her outside hobbies are
dancing, fishing, writing poetry,
and spending time with her family
and friends.

wilest  Eddie Williams is
4-‘-'3"[‘\" ence an Accountantin
4 LSBN'’s Division of
Administration. He
started his State of
Louisiana career with
the LA Workforce Commission as
an Unemployment Insurance Tax
Auditor and then as an Accountant
in the Office of Management and
Finance. He was promoted to an
Accountant Manager in Accounts
Payable. He decided that a change
was needed, so he ventured
out. Eddie had stints with Prison
Enterprises and Group Benefits.
He believes he has found a home
with a great agency and even
better people.
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http://ncsbn.org/nlcmeetings
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