
 
 

 

March 7, 2023 

Senate Health & Welfare Oversight Committee 
Senator Fred Mills, Chairman 
 
House Health & Welfare Oversight Committee 
Representative Larry Bagley, Chair 
 
Re:  Public Hearing, LSBN Proposed Rule Change 
        BSN Faculty Exceptions, LAC46:XLVII.3515 
 
Dear Senator Mills and Representative Bagley, 
 
On January 30, 2023, the Louisiana State Board of Nursing met at the Board offices to hear testimony 
from the public regarding the proposed rule change to LAC46:XLVII.3515 BSN Faculty Exceptions. The 
rule change would remove the 20% cap on the use of BSN-prepared faculty in undergraduate nursing 
education programs.  
 
At the hearing, 26 written letters were received and reviewed by the Board and five (5) verbal 
comments were heard.  Of these submissions and testimony, 26 favored the rule change and three (3) 
were against it.  The primary reasons expressed for support of the rule change were summarized in the 
letter from Representative Chris Turner of District 12: “In a post-pandemic era, it is imperative our state 
leaders consider options outside the traditional.  In my research with my local community, the 20% is a 
percentage that has no basis in research, it is simply an arbitrary number.  I applaud the nursing board 
members for considering a fresh approach to meeting the workforce needs of our state by removing the 
20% cap   As I see it, the removal of the 20% cap in no way diminishes the educational standards that are 
required by the nursing programs as the LSBN already allows BSN exception faculty.  The requirement 
that faculty must seek an MSN still stands and therefore, in my estimation, could possibly increase the 
number of MSN-prepared faculty in the long run.” 
 
At the regularly scheduled Board meeting on February 16, 2023, the Board upheld the action taken at 
the October 13, 2022, Board meeting to remove the 20% cap on the appointment of BSN-prepared 
nurses as faculty in undergraduate nursing education programs.  These actions will be communicated to 
the nurses and citizens of Louisiana in the April 2023 edition of The Examiner, available at Examiner 
Newsletters - Louisiana State Board of Nursing.  
 
Please reach out if I can provide additional information. 
 
Sincerest Regards, 
 

 
 
Karen Carter Lyon, PhD, MBA, APRN/CNSBC, NEABC  

Chief Executive Officer/Executive Director 
 
 

https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/publications_examiner_newsletters/
https://www.lsbn.state.la.us/publications_examiner_newsletters/
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